A persistent fifth aortic arch in man: a double-lumen aortic arch (presentation of a new case and review of the literature).
Persistent fifth aortic arch manifested as a double-lumen aortic arch (DLAA) is a rare anomaly. We present such a case with transposition of the great arteries, ventricular septal defect (VSD), and pulmonary atresia. Review of the eight previously published cases indicates relatively frequent association of DLAA with preductal coarctation of the aorta. We attempt to explain the coexistence of this lesion with DLAA. We also discuss evidence supporting derivation of the inferior channel of the DLAA from the embryologic fifth aortic arch.